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GHA insists that free spectacles are available to children under 16 

 

The Opposition’s latest statement on the issue of free spectacles for children 

is yet another example of how the Opposition constantly tries to distort and 

misrepresent reality in a bid to water down the many positive developments 

that continue to take place in Gibraltar. 

It is not true that the Government has sought to mislead on this issue.  The 

reality is that free spectacles are available for all children under the age of 16.  

Prior to the commencement of the programme, the GHA met with all the 

approved private Opticians to discuss the policy and its implementation.  The 

system is operated using the UK GOS voucher scheme, which allows for the 

cost of a standard frame and for the cost of the prescribed lens, together with 

any clinically required supplement.  Free spectacles are therefore available 

from all private Opticians, bar one, who provides for more expensive frames 

which are not covered by the Scheme.  The only occasion in which parents 

will have to partly fund their child’s spectacles is if they opt for a designer 

frame or any supplement that is not clinically required. 

The Minister for Health, Yvette Del Agua, has said:  “as is to be expected from 

here to the upcoming Election, the Opposition Spokesman for Health, Neil 

Costa, will react in his usual destructive manner in a bid to discredit the 

Government every time it delivers on any of its health manifesto 

commitments.   The Government is proud to have committed funds to provide 

one pair of spectacles per year free of charge for every child who is 16 and 

under, as clarified above, and will continue to stand by this commitment.  It 

gives me great satisfaction to note the take up of this programme has been 

tremendous, with 208 children benefitting from the scheme, and £10,000 

already expended to date.  As has now become the norm, Mr Costa continues 

to have the gall to criticise everything that this Government does, despite the 

fact that the Opposition had no intention whatsoever to provide either partly 
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subsidised, or fully subsidised spectacles for children, as can be evidenced in 

their last Manifesto”.   

 

  

  

 

 

 


